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The Vdsanavarttika to Bhaskara's Grahaganita (p.
118)1 quotes this stanza apparently without seeing in
it anything contradictory to the preceding stanza
which _was quoted on page 113, and with the remark
that Aryabhata is here following the opinion of
Vrddhavasistha.

If the readings of our text are correct it is difficult
to see how the two stanzas can be brought into agree-
ment. The ninth stanza states unequivocally that
the asterisms are stationary and implies the rotation
of the Earth. The tenth stanza seems to state that the
asterisms, together with the planets, are driven by
the pro vector wind. This would imply the ordinary
point of view of most Indian astronomers that the
Earth was stationary. Paramesvara avoids the diffi-
culty by assuming that stanza 9 describes a state of
mind brought about by mithyajndna ("false knowl-
edge")- But since several other stanzas (I, 1; I, 4;
III, 5; IV, 48) and the testimony of later writers who
quote Aryabhata prove that Aryabhata believed in
the rotation of the Earth, it is impossible to follow
Paramesvara. We might understand in stanza 10 the
phrase "they seem to move77 as stating a purvapaksa
(the erroneous view), but in the absence of any word
to suggest this interpretation it is a doubtful expedi-
ent. Stanza 10 cannot be regarded as an interpolation
(unless one stanza has been dropped out in order to
make room for it) because the last three sections of
Aryabhata's work were known to Brahmagupta as
"The Hundred and Eight Stanzas" (and our text con-
tains 108 stanzas).
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